Response to Office Action dated 06/20/2005 
Application Serial No. 10/684,293 



Amendments to the Specification 

(Please note that references to Paragraphs of the Specification are references to 
Paragraphs as numbered in the published application (U.S. Publication Number 
2004/01291 13 A1); references to Page and line numbers are references to Page 
and line numbers in the application as originally filed). 

Please replace paragraph [0034] (Page 9, lines 14 through 16 of the 
application as filed) with the following amended paragraph: 

[0034] FIG. 1 is a side elevation view of an exemplary non-serrated folding knife 
blade with a part i a l side cross - s e ctiona l view of an interior wall of an exemplary 
handle in an exemplary selective sharpening embodiment of the present 
invention; 

Please replace paragraph [0036] (Page 9, lines 20 through 21 of the 
application as filed) with the following amended paragraph: 

[0036]FIG. 2-1 is a cross-sectional view of the handle of the exemplary selective 
sharpening embodiment of the present invention depicted in FIGS. 1 and 2 , the 
cross-sectional view taken along line L2-1 - L2-1 as depicted on FIG. 2 : 

Please replace paragraph [0038] (Page 9, lines 24 through 26 of the 
application as filed) with the following amended paragraph: 

[0038]FIG. 4 is a side elevation view of an exemplary combination non-serrated 
and serrated folding knife blade with a side cross soctional view of an interior 
wall of an exemplary handle in an exemplary selective sharpening embodiment 
of the present invention; 
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Please replace paragraph [0040] (Page 10, lines 1 through 3 of the 
application as filed) with the following amended paragraph: 

[0040JFIG. 6 is a side elevation view of an exemplary combination non-serrated 
and serrated folding knife blade with a partia l side cross s e ctiona l view of an 
interior wall of an exemplary selective sharpening embodiment of the present 
invention; 

Please replace paragraph [0041] (Page 10, lines 4 through 6 of the 
application as filed) with the following amended paragraph: 

[0041]FIG. 7 is a cross sectional view (taken along line L7-L7 depicted in FIG. 2, 
wherein line L7-L7 is depicted on FIG. 2 on the exemplary knife handle only) of 
an exemplary knife handle, exemplary sharpening elements, and an exemplary 
knife blade (wherein the exemplary knife blade is closed into the exemplary knife 
handle) of the exemplary selective sharpening embodiment of the present 
invention; 

Please replace paragraph [0042] (Page 10, lines 7 through 9 of the 
application as filed) with the following amended paragraph: 

[0042]FIG[[S]]. 8 is a cross-sectional view (taken along line L8-L8 as depicted on 
FIG. 2) o f an exemplary knife handle and alternative exemplary sharpening 
elements of the exemplary selective sharpening embodiment of the present 
invention; 
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Please replace paragraph [0044] (Page 10, lines 12 through 13 of the 
application as filed) with the following amended paragraph: 

[0044]FIG. 9b is a cross-sectional view (taken along line L9b-L9b as depicted on 
FIG. 9a) of a handle of a spring-mounted non-selective sharpening embodiment 
of the present invention; 

Please replace paragraph [0045] (Page 10, lines 14 through 17 of the 
application as filed) with the following amended paragraph: 

[0045]FIG. 10 is a side elevation view of an exemplary non-serrated chisel 
ground (single-sided/single bevel) folding knife blade with a partial side cross 
soctional view of an interior wall of an exemplary handle in an exemplary spring- 
mounted non-selective embodiment of the present invention; 

Please replace paragraph [0047] (Page 10, lines 22 through 25 of the 
application as filed) with the following amended paragraph: 

[0047]FIG. 12 is a side elevation view of a exemplary combination non-serrated 
and serrated chisel ground folding knife blade, and a side cross s e ct i ona l view of 
an interior wall of an exemplary handle in an exemplary selective sharpening 
embodiment of the present invention; 

Please replace paragraph [0048] (Page 10, lines 26 through 29 of the 
application as filed) with the following amended paragraph: 

[0048]FIG. 13 is a side elevation view of an exemplary non-serrated chisel 
ground folding knife blade, and a side cross s e ctional view of an interior wall of 
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an exemplary handle in an exemplary spring mounted selective sharpening 
embodiment of the present invention; 

Please replace paragraph [0050] (Page 11, lines 4 through 7 of the 
application as filed) with the following amended paragraph: 

[0050]FIG. 15a is a side elevation view of a combination non-serrated and 
serrated Hollow Flat folding knife blade, with a partia l side cross sect i onal view of 
an interior wall of an exemplary handle, in an exemplary selective sharpening 
embodiment of the present invention; 

Please replace paragraph [0051] (Page 11, lines 8 through 10 of the 
application as filed) with the following amended paragraph: 

[0051JFIG. 15b is a cross-sectional view (taken along line 15b-15b as depicted 
on FIG. 15a) of an exemplary combination non-serrated and serrated Hollow Flat 
folding knife blade, in an exemplary selective sharpening embodiment of the 
present invention; 

Please replace paragraph [0052] (Page 11, lines 11 through 13 of the 
application as filed) with the following amended paragraph: 

[0052]FIG. 15c a cross-sectional view (taken along line L15c-L15c as depicted 
on FIG. 15a) of an exemplary handle for a combination non-serrated and 
serrated Hollow Flat folding knife blade, in an exemplary selective sharpening 
embodiment of the present invention; 
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Please replace paragraph [0055] (Page 11, lines 19 through 22 of the 
application as filed) with the following amended paragraph: 

[0055]FIG. 18 is a side elevation view of a combination non-serrated and 
serrated Hollow Flat folding knife blade and a part i a l side cross soctiona l view of 
an interior wall of an exemplary handle in an exemplary selective fixed mounted 
sharpening embodiment of the present invention; 

Please replace paragraph [0057] (Page 11, lines 27 through 30 of the 
application as filed) with the following amended paragraph: 

[0057]FIG. 20 is a side elevation view of a combination non-serrated and 
serrated Hollow Flat folding knife blade and a partia l side cross - s e ctional view of 
an interior wall of an exemplary handle in an exemplary selective spring mounted 
sharpening embodiment of the present invention; 

Please replace paragraph [0058] (Page 12, lines 1 through 4 of the 
application as filed) with the following amended paragraph: 

[0058]FIG. 21 is a side elevation view of an exemplary non-serrated Hollow Flat 
folding knife blade with a part i a l side cross - sectiona l view of an interior wall of an 
exemplary handle in an exemplary combination selective and non-selective 
sharpening embodiment of the present invention; 

Please replace paragraph [0060] (Page 12, lines 8 through 10 of the 
application as filed) with the following amended paragraph: 
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[0060JFIG. 22b is a cross sectional view (taken along line L22b-L22b as depicted 
on FIG. 22a) of an exemplary handle of the exemplary combination selective and 
non-selective sharpening embodiment of the present invention depicted in FIGS 
21, 22a, and 23; 

Please replace paragraph [0061] (Page 12, lines 11 through 14 of the 
application as filed) with the following amended paragraph: 

[0061 ]FIG. 23 is a side elevation view of an exemplary non-serrated Hollow Flat 
folding knife blade with a partia l side cross soot i ona l view of an interior wall of an 
exemplary handle and an exemplary selective and non-selective spring mounted 
sharpening embodiment of the present invention; 

Please replace paragraph [0062] (Page 12, lines 15 through 21 of the 
application as filed) with the following amended paragraph: 

[0062]FIG. 24a is a side elevation view of an exemplary combination non- 
serrated and serrated Hollow Flat folding knife blade with a part i al side cross 
soot i ona l view of an interior wall of an exemplary handle that provides a 
sharpening element for the flat side of a Hollow Flat folding knife blade (as shown 
in FIG. f [24 all 2 6a) and provides a sharpening element (as shown in, e.g., FIGS. 
25a and 26a) for the angled bevel of a Hollow Flat folding knife blade in an 
exemplary selective sharpening embodiment of the present invention; 

Please replace paragraph [0063] (Page 12, lines 22 through 24 of the 
application as filed) with the following amended paragraph: 
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[0063]FIG. 24b depicts a cross-sectional view (taken along line L24b-L24b as 
depicted on FIG. 24a) of one side of the exemplary handle of the exemplary 
selective sharpening embodiment of the present invention as depicted in FIGS. 
24a and 25a; 

Please replace paragraph [0065] (Page 12, lines 29 through 30 of the 
application as filed) with the following amended paragraph: 

[0065]FIG. 25b is a cross-sectional view (taken along line L25b-L25b as depicted 
on FIG. 25a) of the handle of the exemplary selective sharpening embodiment of 
the present invention depicted in FIGS. 24a and 25a; 

Please replace paragraph [0066] (Page 13, lines 1 through 5 of the 
application as filed) with the following amended paragraph: 

[0066]FIG. 26a is a side elevation view of the flat side of the combination non- 
serrated and serrated Hollow Flat folding knife blade and corresponding handle 
depicted in FIGS. 24a and 25a, with a partia l side cross soctiona l view of an 
interior wall of t he corresponding handle 2, depicting a side view of exemplary 
combination serrated and non-serrated sharpening portions; 

Please replace paragraph [0067] (Page 13, lines 6 through 8 of the 
application as filed) with the following amended paragraph: 

[0067]FIG. 26b depicts a cross-sectional view (taken along line L26b-L26b as 
depicted on FIG. 26a) o f the angled bevel sharpening side of the exemplary 
handle of the selective sharpening embodiment of the present invention also 
depicted in FIGS. 25a and 26a; 
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Please replace paragraph [0068] (Page 13, lines 9 through 12 of the 
application as filed) with the following amended paragraph: 

[0068]FIG. 27 is a cross-sectional view (taken along line L27-L27 as depicted on 
FIG. 9a. wherein line L27-L27 is depicted in FIG. 9a on the exemplary knife 
handle only) of an exemplary knife handle, an exemplary sharpening element, 
and an exemplary chisel ground (single-sided /single bevel) knife blade (wherein 
the exemplary chisel ground knife blade is closed into the exemplary knife 
handle) of an exemplary selective sharpening embodiment of the present 
invention; 

Please replace paragraph [0069] (Page 13, lines 13 through 15 of the 
application as filed) with the following amended paragraph: 

[0069]FIG. 28 is a cross-sectional view (taken along line L28-L28 as depicted on 
FIG. 16. wherein line L28-L28 is depicted on the exemplary knife handle only) of 
an exemplary knife handle, an exemplary sharpening element, and an exemplary 
Hollow Flat knife blade (wherein the exemplary Hollow Flat knife blade is closed 
into the exemplary knife handle) of an exemplary selective sharpening 
embodiment of the present invention; 

Please replace paragraph [0070] (Page 13, lines 16 through 18 of the 
application as filed) with the following amended paragraph: 

[0070]FIG. 29 is a cross-sectional view (taken along line L29-L29 as depicted on 
FIG. 22a, wherein line L29-L29 is depicted on the exemplary knife handle only) of 
an exemplary knife handle, exemplary sharpening elements, and an exemplary 
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Hollow Flat knife blade (wherein the exemplary Hollow Flat knife blade is closed 
into the exemplary knife handle) of an exemplary selective sharpening 
embodiment of the present invention; 

Please replace paragraph [0071] (Page 13, lines 19 through 20 of the 
application as filed) with the following amended paragraph: 

[0071]FIG. 30a is a cross-sectional end view (taken along line L30a-L30a as 
depicted on FIG. 21) of an exemplary Hollow Flat folding knife blade with an 
exemplary spacing detent; 

Please replace paragraph [0072] (Page 13, lines 21 through 22 of the 
application as filed) with the following amended paragraph: 

[0072]FIG. 30b is a cross-sectional end view (taken along line L30b-L30b as 
depicted on FIG. 23) of an alternative exemplary Hollow Flat folding knife blade 
with an alternative spacing detent; 

Please replace paragraph [0073] (Page 13, lines 23 through 26 of the 
application as filed) with the following amended paragraph: 

[0073]FIG. 31 is a side elevation view of an exemplary exchangeable sharpening 
element and an exemplary flat spring depicting i n cross - s e ct i on a side view of an 
interior wall of the corresponding knife handle in an exemplary selective 
sharpening exchangeable sharpening element embodiment of the present 
invention; 
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Please replace paragraph [0074] (Page 13, line 27 through Page 14, line 2 of 
the application as filed) with the following amended paragraph: 

[0074]FIGS. 32a and 32b depict a top elevation view and a cross-sectional end 
vie w (taken along line L32b-L32b as depicted in FIG. 32a) respectively of an 
exemplary exchangeable sharpening element and an exemplary flat spring in an 
exemplary selective sharpening exchangeable sharpening element embodiment 
of the present invention depicting such that the exemplary flat spring is 
positioned to allow unlocking of a Hollow Flat folding knife blade (not depicted) 
and locking of the exemplary exchangeable sharpening element; 

Please replace paragraph [0075] (Page 14, lines 3 through 8 of the 
application as filed) with the following amended paragraph: 

[0075]FIGS. 33a and 33b depict a top elevation view and a cross-sectional end 
vie w (taken along line L33b-L33b as depicted in FIG. 33a) respectively of an 
exemplary exchangeable sharpening element and an exemplary flat spring in the 
exemplary exchangeable sharpening element embodiment of the present 
invention depicting an exemplary flat spring in a position allowing unlocking of a 
Hollow Flat folding knife blade (not depicted) and unlocking of an exemplary 
exchangeable sharpening element; 

Please replace paragraph [0076] (Page 14, lines 9 through 13 of the 
application as filed) with the following amended paragraph: 

[0076]FIGS. 34a and 34b depict a top elevation view and a cross-sectional end 
view (taken along line L34b-L34b as depicted in FIG. 34a) respectively of an 
exemplary exchangeable sharpening element and an exemplary flat spring in the 
exemplary exchangeable sharpening element embodiment of the present 
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invention allowing locking of both a Hollow Flat folding knife blade (not depicted) 
and an exemplary exchangeable sharpening element; 

Please replace paragraph [0077] (Page 14, lines 14 through 16 of the 
application as filed) with the following amended paragraph: 

[0077]FIG. 35 depicts a cross-sectional end view of an exemplary knife handle 
and exemplary multi-sided sharpening element of the exemplary exchangeable 
sharpening element embodiment of the present invention , the cross-sectional 
view of the knife handle taken along line L35-L35 as depicted on FIG. 36 : 

Please replace paragraph [0079] (Page 14, lines 22 through 26 of the 
application as filed) with the following amended paragraph: 

[0079]FIG. 37 depicts a side cross - s e ct i ona l view of an exemplary Hollow Flat 
folding knife blade, an exemplary interior wall (of an exemplary knife handle) , an 
exemplary multi-sided exchangeable sharpening element and an exemplary 
sharpening alignment aperture (wherein the exemplary Hollow Flat folding knife 
blade is closed into the exemplary knife handle) in an exemplary sharpening 
alignment aperture embodiment of the present invention; 

Please replace paragraph [0084] (Page 15, lines 20 through 24 of the 
application as filed) with the following amended paragraph: 

[0084] FIG. 1 is a side elevation view of an exemplary non-serrated folding knife 
blade 1 with a part i al side cross soctiona l view of an interior wall 4-2 of an 
exemplary handle 2 in the exemplary selective sharpening embodiment of the 
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present invention. As depicted in FIG. 1, the exemplary non-serrated folding 
knife blade 1 would have a non-serrated sharp edge 11. 

Please replace paragraph [0087] (Page 16, lines 7 through 17 of the 
application as filed) with the following amended paragraph: 

[0087]ln an alternative embodiment, such as is depicted in FIG. 27, a 
single-sided edge 1 1 , chisel ground, would be formed by the union of a straight 
side 13-2 /stra i ght bovo l 10 2' with a single angled bevel 10-1 . As depicted in 
FIG. 27, the angled bevel 10-1 would form, in the alternative exemplary 
embodiment, an angle 15' of approximately thirty degrees relative to the straight 
side 13-2 /stra i ght bov ol 10 2' . In another alternative embodiment, a blade with a 
convex side on which is disposed a bevel such as an angled bevel, and a hollow 
ground side on which is disposed a small raised flat bevel, referred to herein as a 
"Hollow Flat" blade, would be provided. Exemplary embodiments with "Hollow 
Flat" blades are depicted in, e.g., FIGS. 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 
26, 28, 29, 31,36, and 37. 

Please replace paragraph [0097] (Page 18, line 28 through Page 19, line 3 of 
the application as filed) with the following amended paragraph: 

[0097]Some knife blades are serrated, or combine serrated and non-serrated 
blade edge elements. FIG. 4 is a side elevation view of an exemplary 
combination non-serrated and serrated folding knife blade 1' with a part i a l side- 
cross - s e ct i ona l v iew of an interior wall 4-2 of an exemplary handle in an 
exemplary selective sharpening embodiment of the present invention. FIG. 5 is 
top plan view of the exemplary combination non-serrated and serrated folding 
knife blade and corresponding handle of the exemplary selective sharpening 
embodiment of the present invention. 
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Please replace paragraph [0100] (Page 19, lines 16 through 22 of the 
application as filed) with the following amended paragraph: 

[0100]FIG. 6 is a side elevation view of a combination non-serrated and serrated 
folding knife blade 1'. As shown in FIG. 6, an angled bevel 10-2 would provide a 
non-serrated portion 10-2" and a serrated portion 10-2'. FIG. 6 also depicts a 
part i a l side cross s e ct i onal view of an interior wall 4-1 of an exemplary handle 2 
of an exemplary selective sharpening embodiment of the present invention. The 
sharpening element 3-1 would be fixed-mounted (fixably mounted) to the interior 
wall 4-1 for sharpening only the non-serrated bevel 10-1 (depicted in FIG. 4) of 
the blade 1'. 

Please replace paragraph [0103] (Page 20, lines 19 through 30 of the 
application as filed) with the following amended paragraph: 

[0103]FIG. 12 is a side elevation view of an exemplary combination non-serrated 
and serrated chisel ground (single-sided/single bevel) folding knife blade 1. In 
FIG. 12, the blade 1 is shown from the flat side 13-2. There is no angled bevel on 
the flat side 13-2 of the blade 1 . As depicted in FIG. 12, a side cross sectiona l 
view of interior wall 4-1 of t he exemplary handle shows the sharpening element 
3-1 with the two portions 3-1' and 3-1": portion 3-1' would correspond in length 
and position and would oppose in contour the serrated portion 10-1a (shown in 
FIG. 1 1 ) of the angled bevel 1 0-1 (shown in FIG. 1 1 ) in order to sharpen the 
serrated portion 10-1 a (shown in FIG. 1 1) of the edge 1 1 ; portion 3-1" would 
correspond in length and position and would oppose in angle and contour the 
non-serrated portion 10-1b (shown in FIG. 11) of the angled bevel 10-1 (shown in 
FIG. 1 1) in order to sharpen the non-serrated portion 10-1b (shown in FIG. 1 1) of 
the edge 11. 
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Please replace paragraph [0104] (Page 21, lines 1 through 9 of the 
application as filed) with the following amended paragraph: 

[0104]FIG. 13 is a side elevation view of an exemplary non-serrated chisel 
ground single-sided folding knife blade 1 , showing the blade 1 from the flat side 
13-2. There is no angled bevel on the flat side 13-2 of the blade 1 . FIG. 13 
shows a side cross s e ctiona l view of interior wall 4-2 of t he exemplary handle 2 
depicting a selective moveably mounted sharpening embodiment of the present 
invention. In this embodiment, the sharpening element 3-2 would be connected 
to the interior wall 4-2 with a flexible element 29 such as, e.g., a spring, such as 
made from bent steel. The flexible element 29 would hold the sharpening 
element 3-2 away from the blade 1 , and would serve as a flex point for the 
sharpening element 3-2. 

Please replace paragraph [0106] (Page 21, lines 23 through 27 of the 
application as filed) with the following amended paragraph: 

[0106]FIG. 15a is a side elevation view of a combination non-serrated and 
serrated Hollow Flat folding knife blade 1 . FIG. 15a depicts a side cross 
sootional view o f interior wall 4-2 of the handle 2. The blade 1 depicted in FIG. 
15a is shown from a convex side 13-1 . FIG. 15a depicts an angled non-serrated 
bevel portion 10-2", and an angled serrated bevel portion [T1 0-1 '11 10-2' . 

Please replace paragraph [01 12] (Page 23, lines 8 through 20 of the 
application as filed) with the following amended paragraph: 
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[0112]FIG. 18 is a side elevation view of a combination non-serrated 1 1 and 
serrated 11' edge Hollow Flat folding knife blade 1 depicted from the convex side 
1 3-1 and depicting a partia l side cross soct i onal view of an interior wall 4-2 of an 
exemplary handle 2 in an exemplary selective fixed mounted sharpening 
embodiment of the present invention. In this embodiment, the sharpening 
element 3-2 would be straight and flat, (that is, the sharpening surface 18-2 
(depicted in FIG. 19) would have an angle of zero degrees relative to the small 
raised flat bevel 10-1') for the entire length of the sharpening element 3-2. The 
sharpening element 3-2 depicted in FIG. 18 would sharpen both the small raised 
flat bevel portion 10-1"' (depicted in FIGS. 19 and 20) corresponding to the non- 
serrated portion 10-2" (depicted in FIG. 18) and the small raised flat bevel portion 
10-1" (depicted in FIGS. 19 and 20) corresponding to the serrated portion 10-2' 
(depicted in FIG. 1 8) of the Hollow Flat blade 1 . 

Please replace paragraph [0115] (Page 24, line 21 through Page 25, line 2 of 
the application as filed) with the following amended paragraph: 

[0115]FIG. 20 depicts the concave side 13-2' of the combination non-serrated 
and serrated Hollow Flat folding knife blade 1 and a partial cross s o ct i ona l side 
view of an interior wall 4-1 of an exemplary handle 2 of the exemplary selective 
sharpening embodiment of the present depicted in FIGS. 18 and 19. As depicted 
in FIG. 20, the moveably connected sharpening element 3-1 is mounted to the 
interior wall 4-1 with a flexible member 29, such as a spring made from bent 
steel; flexible member 29 serves as a flex point for sharpening element 3-1 . The 
serration-corresponding portion 3-1' of sharpening element 3-1 would correspond 
in position and length to, and would oppose in contour, the angled serrated bevel 
element 10-2' (depicted in FIG. 18) of the serrated edge 11'. The straight portion 
3-1" would sharpen the non-serrated portion 10-2" (depicted in FIG. 18) of the 
angled bevel 10-2 (depicted in FIG. 18). 
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Please replace paragraph [0116] (Page 25, lines 3 through 10 of the 
application as filed) with the following amended paragraph: 

[0116]FIG. 24a is a side elevation view of an exemplary combination non- 
serrated and serrated Hollow Flat folding knife blade l.with a part i a l side cross 
soot i ona l view of an interior wall of 4-2 of exemplary handle 2 that provides a 
sharpening element 3-2 (as shown in FIG. 24a) for the small raised flat bevel 10- 
1' (shown in FIG. 26a) of a Hollow Flat folding knife blade-1 and provides a 
sharpening element 3-1 (as shown in, e.g., FIGS. 25a and 26a) for the angled 
bevel 10-2 (shown in FIG. 24a) of a Hollow Flat folding knife blade 1 in an 
exemplary selective sharpening embodiment of the present invention. 

Please replace paragraph [0120] (Page 26, lines 13 through 19 of the 
application as filed) with the following amended paragraph: 

[0120]FIG. 26a is a side elevation view of the flat side 13-1 of the combination 
non-serrated and serrated Hollow Flat folding knife blade 1 and corresponding 
handle 2 depicted in FIGS. 24a and 25a. FIG. 26a depicts the small raised flat 
bevel 10-1' with the non-serrated portion 10-1"' and the serrated portion 10-1". 
FIG. 26a also depicts a part i a l side cross soctional view of interior wall 4-1 of the 
corresponding handle 2, depicting a side view of the combination serrated 3-1' 
and non-serrated 3-1 " sharpening portions. 

Please replace paragraph [01 39] (Page 32, lines 1 through 22 of the 
application as filed) with the following amended paragraph: 

[0139]Continuing with FIGS. 38 and 39, the exemplary flat spring 1003 of the 
exemplary selective sharpening exchangeable sharpening element embodiment 
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of the present invention also provides a sharpening element locking arm 1060 
with a back edge 1015 and a sharpening element locking hand 1040. The 
exemplary sharpening element locking arm 1060 vertically extends above a 
backbone 1012 of the exemplary flat spring 1003. When the exemplary flat 
spring 1003 is installed in the exemplary knife handle 2, the backbone 1012 
should be aligned slightly below the lowest edge 1014 of the installed sharpening 
element 1000-2; the back edge 1015 of the arm 1060 should be aligned so that it 
is in front of and clears the front-most edge of the locked detent 1011' mounted 
on the interior wall 4-1 of the handle 2. When the exemplary flat spring 1 003 is 
installed in the exemplary knife handle 2, the sharpening element locking arm 
1060 has a height, the height being sufficient so that the hand 1040 disposed at 
the top of the arm 1060 is slightly higher than the top-most edge of the locked 
detent 1011' mounted on the interior wall 4-1 of the handle 2. The exemplary 
hand fM 06011 1040 is disposed at the top of the exemplary arm ff1 04011 1060 at a 
ninety-degree angle to the arm [[1040]] 1060. The exemplary hand [[1 06011 1040 
has a back edge 1017. When the exemplary flat spring 1003 is installed in the 
exemplary knife handle 2, and when the spring 1003 is in a detent locking 
position, the back edge 1017 of the hand [[1 06011 1040 engages the wall 1018 of 
the indentation in the sharpening element 1000-2 that is formed between the two 
detents 1 01 1 ' and 1 01 1 ; the bottom of the hand [[1 06011 1040 may rest on the top 
of the locked detent 1011'. 

Please replace paragraph [0140] (Page 32, line 23 through Page 33, line 11 of 
the application as filed) with the following amended paragraph: 

[0140]An exemplary indentation 1050 is formed in the interior wall, in this case 
wall 4-1, of the exemplary handle 2 of the exemplary selective sharpening 
exchangeable sharpening element embodiment of the present invention on which 
the sharpening element 1000-2 is mounted. The exemplary indentation 1050 is 
shaped to receive the arm ff1 0401 1 1060 and hand [[1 0601 1 1040 of the spring 1003 



- 19- 



Response to Office Action dated 06/20/2005 
Application Serial No. 10/684,293 

when the spring is pressed to unlock the blade, and or the blade and the 
sharpening element 1003. FIGS. 40a, 40b, and 40c are cross-sectional views of 
a wall 4-1 of an exemplary handle 2 in an exemplary selective sharpening 
exchangeable sharpening element embodiment of the present invention in which 
an exemplary sharpening element 1000-2 is installed. In FIG. 40a, the 
exemplary spring 1003 is in a position for locking a blade (depicted in FIGS. 40a 
through 40c as blade locking portion 1035) and sharpening element 1000-2. In 
FIG. 40b, the exemplary spring 1003 is in a position unlocking the blade 
(depicted in FIGS. 40a through 40c as blade locking portion 1035) and locking 
sharpening element 1000-2. In FIG. 40c, the exemplary spring 1003 is in a 
position unlocking both the blade (depicted in FIGS. 40a through 40c as blade 
locking portion 1035) and the sharpening element 1000-2. The depth of the 
indentation 1050 could vary. In the exemplary embodiment, it wjll be - 
approximately 5 millimeters at its widest expanse. However, the depth of the 
indentation 1050 could be varied depending on the width of the blade, the 
sharpening element and the locking spring used. 

Please replace paragraph [0151] (Page 36, lines 11 through 14 of the 
application as filed) with the following amended paragraph: 

[0151]FIG. 10 is a side elevation view of an exemplary non-serrated chisel 
ground single-sided folding knife blade with a part i a l side cross soctional view of 
an interior wall of an exemplary handle in an exemplary spring-mounted non- 
selective embodiment of the present invention. 

Please replace paragraph [0153] (Page 36, lines 17 through 26 of the 
application as filed) with the following amended paragraph: 
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[0153]FIG. 21 is a side elevation view of an exemplary non-serrated Hollow Flat 
folding knife blade 1 , showing the blade from the convex side 1 3-1 , with a partia l 
side cross soGt i ona l view of an interior wall 4-2 of exemplary handle 2 in an 
exemplary combination selective and non-selective sharpening embodiment of 
the present invention. In the embodiment depicted in FIG. 21 , the sharpening 
element 3-2 would be fixably mounted on the interior wall 4-2 for sharpening the 
small raised flat bevel 10-1' (shown in FIG. 23). The sharpening element 3-2 
would be straight and flat (with a zero degree angle respective to the small raised 
flat bevel 10-1' (shown in FIG. 23)) in order to sharpen the small raised flat bevel 
10-1' (shown in FIG. 23) on the concave side 13-2' (depicted in FIG. 23). 

Please replace paragraph [0159] (Page 38, lines 12 through 17 of the 
application as filed) with the following amended paragraph: 

[0159]FIG. 23 depicts the concave side 13-2' of a non-serrated Hollow Flat 
folding knife blade 1 in the combination selective and non-selective embodiment 
depicted in FIGS. 21, 22a and 22b. As depicted in FIG. 23, is the Hollow Flat 
blade 1 would provide a non-serrated small raised flat bevel 10-1'. FIG. 23 also 
depicts a side part i al cross soctiona l view of interior wall 4-1 t he exemplary 
handle 2 of the exemplary combination selective and non-selective sharpening 
embodiment of the present invention. 

Please replace paragraph [0174] (Page 41, line 16 through Page 42, line 2 of 
the application as filed) with the following amended paragraph: 

[0174] With reference to FIG. 30a, the method of making a knife blade would be 
to hollow grind a flat side 13-2 of a knife blade 1 . The knife blade 1 would have 
an edge 1 1 formed at an intersection between the angled bevel 10-2 disposed on 
one side, e.g., 13-1, of the knife blade 1 and the flat side, e.g., 13-2, of the knife 
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blade 1. The hollow grinding would preserve a raised flat bevel 10-1' at the edge- 
forming intersection 1 1 between the angled bevel 10-2 and the flat side 13-2 of 
the knife blade 1. The hollow grinding would, in some embodiments, further 
preserve a spacing detent 32 disposed on the hollow ground flat side 13-2/13-2' 
of the blade 1 at an end 34; of the blade 1 opposing the blade edge 1 1 , wherein 
the spacing detent has a height. In some embodiments, the height of the 
preserved spacing detent would be equal to the height of the preserved raised 
flat bevel. In some embodiments, such as depicted in FIG. 30b, a spacing detent 
32' is a point of the flat side 13-2 remaining after the hollow grinding. In other 
embodiments, a Hollow Flat blade could be made by hollow grinding a channel 
on the flat side 13-2 of a knife blade 1, preserving a raised flat bevel 10-1' at the 
edge-forming intersection 11 between the angled bevel 10-2 and the flat side 13- 
2 of the knife blade 1 and also preserving a wide area of the flat side 13-2. 
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